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Balzac, though his health was bad, and he speaks of terrible neuralgia; so that he wrote " Les Paysans " with his head in opium, as he had written " C^sar Birotteau" with his feet in mustard. Apparently Madame Hanska held out hopes that in 1845 his long probation might come to an end, as he writes: "Days of illness are days of pleasure to me, for when I do not work with absorption of all my moral and physical qualities, I never cease thinking of 1845. I arrange houses, I furnish them, I see myself there, and I am happy." * It was a joy to him to fulfil Madame Hanska's commissions, and thus to come in contact with people who had been at any time connected with her. Therefore, in spite of his busy life, he took much trouble over the arrangements for the entrance of Anna's former governess, Mile Henri-ette Borel, into a religious house in Paris, and was present at her reception into the Couvent de la Visitation, Rue 1'Enfer, in December, 1845. He was rather annoyed on this occasion, as he was working tremendously hard at the " Com^die Humaine," and at his " Petites Mis&res de la Vie Conjugale," and the good nuns, who " thought the world turned only for themselves," told him that the ceremony would take place at one o'clock and would last an hour, whereas it was not over till four, and as he had to see Lirette afterwards, he could not get away till half-past five. However, he was consoled by the idea that he was
* fc Correspondance/' vol. ii. p. 102.